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FIREWISE COMMUNITIES / USA ASSESSMENT
Banner Mountain, California

The Firewise Communities/USA (vww.firewise.org) program is designed to provide a
collaborative and effective management approach for preserving the wildland, while keeping the
aesthetic flavor of the communities that reside there. The appeal and effectiveness of the
Firewise program is that it can be tailored for adoption by any community and /or neighborhoo d
that is committed to ensuring its citizens maximum protection from wildland fire. The following
community assessment is intended as a resource to be used by the citizens of Banner Mountain
for creating / maintaining a Firewise Community. The plan devel oped from the information in
this assessment should be implemented in a collaborative manner, and updated and modified as
needed to suit the needs and changes of the community. By updating and maintaining its plan
a community will ensure that it is contin uing to work toward a Firewise goal.

David Jaramillo of Sierra Forest Legacy, an 89 group organization focused on restoring and
enhancing the forests and communities of the Sierra Nevada (www.sierraforestlegacy.org), was
assigned to assess the area. Accompanying him were, Terry McMahan (Fire Prevention
Officer/Nevada County Consolidated Fire District), Dave Stonum (Battalion Chief for Nevada
County/CAL FIRE- morning only), Matthew Reischman (CAL FIRE morning only), and Frans
Velthuijsen, Bob Bogart, Willy Kollmeyer, and Chuck Staetzwith Banner Mountain Homeowners
Association.
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BANNER MOUNTAIN TODAY

Banner Mountain is located on a ridge above Nevada City in the Nevada County foothills, with
elevations ranging from approximately 2,900 feet around Nevada City to about 3,900 feet at the
summit of Banner Mountain. The community is surrounded mostly by private property, with
Tahoe National Forest making up part of the eastern boundary of the association. There are
three main creeks that flow off of Banner Mountain: Little Deer, Little Clipper, and Wolf Creek.
The terrain within the Firewise Planning area (Banner Mountain HOA) is very diverse. There are
areas that contain very steep slopes, while others are very gentle in nature. The weather here
is moderate, with distinct variations among the seasons. It has a typical Mediterranean Climate
with cold wet winters and hot dry summers. Summer temperatures average between 75-95
degrees F, while winter temperatures average between 36-55 degrees F. Annual rainfall is
approximately 54 inches. Banner Mountain can accumulate several feet of snow as part of the
annual precipitation.

European settlement began in and around Nevada City and Banner Mountain originally known

as Cal dwell 6s Upper Store, in the 185006s as a g
to Native Americans, most notably the Maidu Indians, it is said that Nevada City was one of the

largest European settlements in California during the height of the gold rush. During that

period mines, stamp mills, timber mills, ranches, saloons, stores and cabins were constructed

to support the growing mining industry. In the succeeding time, Banner Mountain r emained

occupied, although the boom of the gold rush had diminished. Present day Banner Mountain

(HOA) development includes approximately 2484 parcels, including those owned and managed

by the Bureau of Land Management (269.3 acres), making up approximately 9,655 acres.

Most of the homes in Banner Mountain are built amongst the forest, which allows residents to
enjoy the natural environment. Recreation in and around Banner Mountain consists of camping,
hiking, fishing, mountain biking, site seeing, hor seback riding and many other outdoor activities.
The Banner Mountain subdivision has no gas stations or stores so residents must travel down
the mountain to Nevada City or Grass Valley to re-supply.

The Banner Mountain HOA was Banner Mountain HOA Mission

developed in early March of 1984 1. Promote activities which help provide for optimum living
by Betty Simpson (with her late conditions in the area and to discourage activities which
husband Joe) and Bob Szabo with threaten to affect the area adver sely.

h f izina th 2. Keep the members informed of current issues which might
t e purpose of organizing e_ affect the Banner Mountain area.

neighbors on Banner Mountain to 3. Establish committees to study the possible relationship of
prevent the reopening of the any proposed activity in light of its affect on the area
Banner and the Lava Cap Mines 4. Voice the consensus of opinion of the BMHA to pertinent
by Franco-Nevada, Inc, a government agencies.

Canadian corporation. Some of
the many activities and projects that were created, maintained, or supported by the Banner

Mount ain HOA since it 6s prbomotngactvities ghich help fir@i8etfori nc | u
optimum living conditions in the area and to discourage activities which threa ten to affect the

area adversely, keeping members informed of current issues such as mining, fire, water, traffic,
emergency services, etc. which might affect the Banner Mountain area. More information

regarding the Banner Mountain HOA can be found at www.bannermountain.org.
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Nevada County Consolidated Fire Department (NCCFD) and the California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) provide structural and wildland fire protection for this
area. NCCFD is a combination of full-time paid staff and paid-call firefighters (PCF's), covering
143 square miles of residential, commercial, industrial, and rural areas through five service
areas and 14 stations. NCCFD maintains 1 full time staffed station on Banner Lava Cap and an
unmanned station on Quaker Hill Crossing. Nevada Irrigation District maintains fire hydrants
throughout the community that aid in firefighting efforts.

BANNER MOUNTAIN AND THE WILDFIRE ENVIRONMENT

Banner Mountain is locaed in a fire dependent environment, in fact fire has played a prominent
role in shaping the natural environment here (attachment 1 & 2). Wildfire will happen;
exclusion of wildfire is not an option. It is generally believed today that fires in the Sierr a
Nevada landscape are less frequent and more severe compared to the patterns present before
European settlement. The absence of fire through fire suppression combined with historic
logging practices has lead to a build-up of surface and ladder fuels throughout the forest. In
many cases, small trees and shrubs have become a fire hazard to both the natural environment
as well as to the human communities that live there (attachment 3 & 4). Therefore, the
primary variables in a fire scenario are when and where the fire will occur in Banner Mountain
and how destructive it will be to human lives and homes. This assessment addresses the
wildfire related characteristics of Banner Mountain and how home design, construction materials
and vegetation clearing by homeowners will affect the loss of life and property. It examines the
areads exposure to wildfire as it relates to ig
specific homes, rather it examines the community as a whole and identifies opportunities for the
community to better prepare for fire when it does occur.
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